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IMMEDIATELY

MUSIC EDUCATORS DISCUSS
MONTANA MUSIC EDUCATION
MISSOULA—
Improvement of music education in Montana school systems must begin at the University
level, according to Butler R. Eitel, associate professor of music at the University of Montana.
Eitel, a panel member during the first UM Seminar in Music Education said Tuesday at the
University Center the two greatest problems that keep educators from moving ahead in the state
are "the lack of money and the lack of people."
"When the quality of the university music graduate improves, the quality of music education
programs throughout the state will improve," said Eitel.
Among other panelists, Paul T. O'Hare, school superintendent of the Billings School
District, called for more state level direction for the Montana music education program.
said

He

in order to improve the quality of Montana music education, a united effort must be made

by music teachers.

O'Hare suggested that open-mindedness, intellectual curiosity and honesty,

and imagination should be incorporated into music education in this state.
Unity among institutions of higher learning in Montana, as well as among school districts
in the state must be attained before music education will move ahead, according to Mike Roberty,
music supervisor in the Bozeman School System,
Roberty suggested that music educators should confer more closely and include as many
qualified people as possible when scheduling a seminar to discuss common problems.
The panel was moderated by Dr. Gerald H. Doty, a UM music professor.
Other panelists Tuesday included Karl D. Bell, Missoula. superintendent of schools for
School Dist. 1; James H. Cole, Missoula, a music consultant for schools; and three music
supervisors— Avery Glenn, Billings. Evelyn Berg, Helena, and Donald H. Helzer, Great Falls.
A discussion entitled "Drafting the Seminar Report" is scheduled for 9 a.m. Wednesday.
The program ends following a summary and planning discussion after the first morning session.
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